What if it’s true?
Jesus sayings then are True!
Eternity in Heaven is real!
That means Hell is also!
Man must be born Again!
That means we should serve God!
We are to be faithful to Him!
We are to love all!
He is the Great Judge!
He would be man’s only hope!
He is coming back!
We should be prepared!

Resurrection

If It is true?

Joh 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil.

Woe unto them that call evil good, and
good evil; that put darkness for light,
and light for darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Isaiah 5:20

• A hoax is a falsehood deliberately fabricated
to masquerade as the truth.
• Truth is most often used to mean being in
accord with facts! It is usually held to be
opposite of falsehood.

Have you ever heard someone say;
“There’s not a shred of evidence that Jesus ever existed.
Check it out for yourself.”
How did you respond?
Did you even know how to?
Are you even really sure one can?

Prophetic Facts
Isaiah lived around 700 years before Jesus. He prophesized
that Jesus would be crucified.
Bible Prophecy: Isaiah 53:7 says, "He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
silent, so he did not open his mouth.”
Fulfillment: Mark 15:5 says, "But Jesus still made no reply,
and Pilate was amazed."

King David lived around 1000 years before Jesus. He
prophesized that Jesus would be crucifed
Bible Prophecy: Psalm 22:1-2 says, "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so
far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day,
but you do not answer, by night, and am not silent.”
Fulfillment: Matthew 27:46 says, "About the ninth hour Jesus
cried out in a loud voice, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?' - which
means, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?'"

Bible Prophecy: Psalm 22:7-8 says, "All who see me mock me; they
hurl insults, shaking their heads: 'He trusts in the LORD; let the
LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.'”
Fulfillment: Matthew 27:41-44 says, "In the same way the chief
priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 'He saved
others,' they said, 'but he can't save himself! He's the King of Israel!
Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.
He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he
said, I am the Son of God.' In the same way the robbers who were
crucified with him also heaped insults on him."

Let’s go further with
facts!

The New Testament represents 27 individual documents
(books) that provide evidence of Jesus’ existence. Most
historians agree these sources are sufficient to testify to
the existence of Jesus.

1Co 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to
the scriptures:
5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom
the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.
7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.
This doesn’t even include the women at the tomb. The wives of the brethren
and other disciples and the many people who walked and talked with Him
after His resurrection.

From the early centuries, we have some 5,300 Greek
manuscripts of the New Testament. Altogether,
including Syriac, Latin, Coptic, and Aramaic, we have
a whopping 24,633 texts of the ancient New
Testament to confirm the wording of the Scriptures.
So the bottom line is that we have evidence that
Jesus walked, talked, loved, laughed, died and arose!

Writings of early church fathers: The earliest
“church fathers” (church leaders who lived
within two generations of the twelve apostles)
left writings that are important because they
had first-hand knowledge and information
sources independent of the New Testament
writings. Especially important are Clement of
Rome, Ignatius of Antioch and Polycarp of
Smyrna.

Clement wrote the earliest Christian letter outside the
New Testament (about 75 A.D.). He learned about
Christ under the Apostle Peter and then under the
Apostle Paul. He wrote a letter to the Corinthian
church and it was called 1st Clement. In it we find the
same words describing the Lord Jesus as the disciples
described him. No contradicting statements.

Clement Wrote
• He was whipped

•
•
•
•
•

He suffered and died for our salvation
He died as a payment for our sin
He was resurrected from the dead
He is alive and reigning with God
His resurrection makes our resurrection certain

Ignatius was a student of the Apostle John who wrote a
series of letters in route to his martyrdom (about 100
A.D.), He was known for his writings about Jesus and
the Truth that He preached. In one of his writings we
find something very interesting which again gives us
the Truth that Jesus really did rise from the tomb.

Ignatius Wrote
For I know that after His resurrection also He was still
possessed of flesh, and I believe that He is so now. When, for
instance, He came to those who were with Peter, He said to
them, Lay hold, handle Me, and see that I am not an
incorporeal spirit. (Luke 24:39) And immediately they
touched Him, and believed, being convinced both by His
flesh and spirit. For this cause also they despised death, and
were found its conquerors. And after his resurrection He ate
and drank with them, as being possessed of flesh, although
spiritually He was united to the Father.
—Chapter 3, Ignatius’ Epistle to the Smyrnaeans

Polycarp was a Christian Elder who was probably the last
surviving person to have known an apostle (he was
martyred at about 86 years old around 120 A.D.?).
Polycarp studied under the Apostle John who didn’t die
until around 100 A.D. In his writings he gives us firsthand
word of mouth from Apostles John, Peter and Paul!

He taught that Jesus was sinless. He taught the Love commandments of
Jesus. He taught the sermon on the mount. He taught that Jesus suffered
and died for our sins. He taught that His death saves us. That our faith in
Jesus’s work on the cross saves us. We are saved by grace. He also taught
that Jesus’s resurrection ensures that we will also be raised. He died a
Martyr’s death by being burned at the stake. His famous statement from
that stake was this;
Eighty and six years have I served Christ, nor has He ever done me
any harm. How, then, could I blaspheme my King who saved Me?....I
bless Thee for deigning me worthy of this day and this hour that I may
be among Thy martyrs and drink the cup of my Lord Jesus Christ.

EVIDENCE FROM NON-CHRISTIAN SOURCES
This is the category most non-believers are
interested in: what evidence is there of Jesus from
non-Christian sources (i.e., writers who had no
motivation to write about Jesus unless he actually
existed)?

The Roman historian Suetonius (c. AD 69 – c. AD
122) mentions early Christians and refers to Jesus
Christ in his work Lives of the Twelve Caesars.
One passage in the biography of the Emperor
Claudius Divus Claudius 25, refers to agitations in
the Roman Jewish community and the expulsion
of Jews from Rome...Since the Jews constantly
made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus,
[Claudius] expelled them from Rome.(ca. AD 49)
The Life of Claudius, 25.4

Suetonius writings coincide with Scripture
Acts 18:2 And Paul found a certain Jew named
Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from
Italy with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome)

Josephus

•Died AD 101
•Jewish historian who
was friendly to Rome
•The following is his
account of Jesus:*

Josephus said
Jesus was a wise man and teacher.
He performed amazing deeds.
He was put on trial under Pontius Pilate.
He was condemned to die on a cross.
His followers still loved Him after His death.
His followers viewed his words as “truth.”

Pliny the Younger

•Died AD 113
•Lawyer, author,
magistrate of Rome
•Wrote the following
in a letter to Emperor
Trajan:

Pliny said
Christians met on a certain day of the week.
They sang hymns to Jesus as if He is God.
They committed themselves to not commit fraud, theft,
adultery, or speak lies.
They reassembled together to eat an “ordinary meal.”

Talmud

•Written ca. AD 400
from teachings
dating to 100 BC – AD
200
•Hostile description of
Jesus:

Jewish Talmud said
Yeshua “practiced magic.”
Yeshua led Israel astray from its laws.
Yeshua was taken to court at Passover.
He was “hanged” at Passover for his guilt.
Elsewhere: his followers were martyred for their
faith in him.

The minimal facts are those things that are accepted by nearly all
New Testament scholars. The minimal facts are
“1. Jesus died by crucifixion. 2. Jesus’ disciples believed that he
rose and appeared to them. 3. The church persecutor Paul was
suddenly changed. 4. The skeptic James, brother of Jesus, was
suddenly changed. 5. The tomb was empty.”5. The persecutor of the
church changes to be a preacher of the resurrection. 6. The disciples
were willing to die for what they knew to be the truth (people do not
willingly die for a lie).
These facts are nearly universally accepted by New Testament
scholars, including liberals.

Ac 26:25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble
Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and
soberness.
26 For the king knoweth of these things, before
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him; for this
thing was not done in a corner.
The Evidence Speaks For Itself: Jesus Lives!

Resurrection

It is true!
He is the only Hope!

